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The Renaissance and the Puritan age
History and Culture

Towards B2

Literature and Genres

Authors and Texts

Renaissance and New Learning
The chain of being

The English Renaissance
Humanism in a changing world
The early Stuarts

James |

Gunpowder Plot

Charles |

The Civil War and the Commonwealth
The two parties

The Commonwealth

The Puritans and society

The sonnet
Metaphysical poetry
The development of drama

William Shakespeare

Sonnets

Shakespeare the dramatist

A Shakespearean play: general features
Romeo and Juliet

“The balcony scene”

Hamlet

“To be or not to be”



The Restoration and the Augustan Age
History and Culture

Literature and Genres

Authors and Texts

Alunni

John Milton
Paradise lost
“Satan’s speech”

The Restoration of the monarchy
Charles Il

The Great Plague and the Great Fire
From the Glorious Revolution to
Queen Anne

From James Il to the joint monarchs
Queen Anne’s reign

The early Hanoverians

George |

George Il

The Age of Reason

Restoration poetry and prose
Restoration drama

A survey of Augustan literature
The rise of the novel

Daniel Defoe
Robinson Crusoe
Jonathan Swift
Gulliver’s Travels
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